GROWTH   OF   BRITISH   INTERESTS
from Baghdad to the Persian Gulf, thereby securing 'the gate
to India'.1 In 1909 she was prepared to grant Germany a free
hand in Turkey north of Baghdad in return for the recognition
of similar privileges for Great Britain in southern Mesopotamia.2
A settlement along these lines was not out of keeping with the
attitude of the Powers, including Austria and Italy, during the
period 1907 to igi4,3 in which there Svas an approach to a
general agreement among the European nations with reference
to their interests5,4 i.e. the creation of special economic and
political spheres of influence. Russia and England had already
partitioned Persia in 1907. By the Potsdam Agreement,
August igth, 1911, Germany and Russia recognized each other's
special interests in Asia Minor and in Persia.5 France and
Germany brought their commercial interests in the Near and
1 This arrangement, proposed to Dr. A. von G winner, December i3th, 1903,
was accepted by him as far as the financial interests were concerned   Nothing
came of it, however. Brit. Docs , Vol. n, No. 224, p. 195.   It was put forward
officially as the basis of British policy, April 25th, 1907, Grey to Bertie, ibid., Vol.
vi, No  249, p. 355.  Also, Grey to Cambon and to Benckdorf, June 4th, 1907;
ibid., No   250, p. 355.   For the renewal of the proposals: Grey to Goschen,
October 28th, 1909, ibid , No. 277, p. 379, Marling to Grey, ibid., No. 282,
pp. 384-5; and Memo, by Sir H. Babmgton Smith, ibid , App. 7, pp. 793-4
Enclosure to No. 309, p. 410.
2 Bnt. Docs., Vol. vi, No. 277, p. 379, No. 287, p. 388. Also, the confidential
letter from the Russian Ambassador, Constantinople, to Iswolsky, November 25th,
1909, de Siebert, B., Entente Diplomacy and the World War, 1909-1914 (New
York, 1922), No. 576, p. 510 'The projected treaty is equivalent to partition of
Turkey into a British and a German sphere of interst: England granting
Germany freedom of action in Turkey, in Europe and Asia Minor, and claiming
such for herself only in the Turkish territories in the vicinity of the Persian
Gulf.   The projected treaty with Germany completes England's sovereignty
in the Persian Gulf.* Also, Russian Ambassador, London, to Iswolsky, ibid,,
No. 570, p 507.
3 For an able account of these pre-war aspirations: Howard, H. N , Partition
of Turkey (Norman, 1931), pp. 50-60.
4 Official Report on Events in Turkish 'Iraq, July, 1913.
5 Text. Die Knegschuldfrage, March, 1924, p. 63.  The Potsdam Agreement
undoubtedly had its origin in fear of an Anglo-German understanding. In such
an event, as the Russian Ambassador at Constantinople wrote to Iswolsky,
November 25th, 1909* 'France and Russia would stand alone, which has to be pre-
vented . , . Hence there remains only direct though parallel negotiations between
. . . Germany and Russia and Germany and  France.'   de Siebert, op. cit.,
No. 576, p. 510. Also, ibid., No. 582, p. 515; No. 619, p. 543. For negotiations,
see G.P., Vol. xxvn, Nos. 10218-25, pp. 950-62; Un Livre Noir (R. Marchand,
ed., 3 vols, Paris, 1922-27), Vol. n, pp. 501-76.
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